ORDINANCE NO. 327
CONYNGHAM BOROUGH, LUZERNE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A MANDATORY SEWER CONNECTION,
INSPECTION, AND REPAIR ORDINANCE

Section 1. Title.

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the “Conyngham Borough Mandatory Sewer
Connection, Inspection and Repair Ordinance”.

Section 2. Purpose.

The purpose of this Ordinance it to protect the public health, safety and welfare of the residents of
Conyngham Borough by requiring mandatory connection to the public sanitary sewer system and
confirming that there are no lateral defects or illegal sewer collection line connections that would
allow extraneous water to enter the sanitary sewer system operated and maintained by the
Conyngham Sugarloaf Joint Sanitary Authority (“CSIMA?”).

Section 3. Definitions.

For the purposes of this Ordinance:

AUTHORITY -means the Conyngham Sugarloaf Joint Sanitary Authority (CSIMA), acting by
and through its Board of Directors, or, in appropriate cases acting by and through its authorized
representatives.

AUTHORITY’S RULES AND REGULATIONS- means those rules and regulations adopted by
resolution of the CSIMA and as amended from time to time.

BOROUGH- means Borough of Conyngham, County of Luzerne, and Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, acting by and through its elected council, or, in appropriate cases, acting by and
through its authorized representatives.

BUILDING- includes any roofed structure located on an Improved Property intended for shelter,
housing, or enclosure of persons, animals, or property from which building sanitary sewage or
industrial wastes shall be or may be generated.

BUILDING SEWER — means the extension from the sewage drainage system of any structure to
the lateral of a sewer.

IMPROVED PROPERTY — means any property located within the Borough upon which there is
erected a building or structure intended for continuous or periodic habitation, occupancy or use by
human beings or animals and from which structure or building sanitary sewage or industrial wastes
shall be or may be discharged or generated.

INDUSTRIAL ESTABLISHMENT — means any room, group of rooms, building or other
enclosure used or intended for use, in whole or in part, in the operation of a business enterprise for



the manufacturing, fabricating, processing, cleaning, laundering, or assembling of any product,
commodity or article or from which any process waste, as distinct from sanitary sewage, shall be
discharged or generated.

INDUSTRIAL WASTES — means any solid, liquid, or gaseous substance or waterborne wastes or
form of energy rejected or escaping of any industrial, manufacturing, trade, or business process or
in the development, recovery or processing of natural resources, distinct from sanitary sewage.

LATERAL — means that part of the sewer system extending from a main sewer to the building or
structure or, if no such lateral is provided, then “Lateral” shall mean that portion of or part of a
sewer which provides for connection of any building sewer to the main sewer.

OWNER - includes any person vested with ownership, legal or equitable, sole, or partial, of any
improved property.

PERSON - includes any individual, partnership, company, association, society, trust, corporation
or other group or entity.

SANITARY SEWAGE — means normal water-carried household and toilet wastes discharged
from any improved property.

SEWER — means any pipe, and conduit constituting a part of the sewer system used or usable for

sewage collection purposes.

SEWER SYSTEM — means all facilities used for collecting, transporting, pumping, treating, and
disposing of sanitary sewage and industrial wastes, situated in or adjacent to Conyngham Borough
and owned by CSIMA.

STRUCTURE- means any man-made object, the use of which requires an ascertainable stationary
location on land, whether it is affixed to the land or water from which building sanitary sewage or
industrial wastes shall be or may be generated.

Section 4. Requirement to connect and use.

Every Owner of Improved Property in the Borough, which abuts on, is adjoining, or is adjacent to,
any road, easement, or right-of-way in which there shall have been constructed any sewer line of
the Authority, or any Owner of an Improved Property that is within 150 feet of any line of the
Authority’s Sewer System shall connect the Improved Property to the Authority’s Sewer Systen.

Section 5. Connection or repairs required after notice.

The Owner of any Improved Property benefited, improved or accommodated by a Sewer shall
connect such Improved Property to the Sewer, or repair such Improved Property in such manner
as the Borough or Authority may require, within 45 days after notice has been served upon the
Owner, either by personal service or certified mail, from the Borough or the Authority to make
such connection or repair, for the purpose of discharge of all Sanitary Sewage and Industrial
Wastes from such Improved Property, subject to such limitations and restrictions as shall be
established in this Ordinance or as otherwise shall be established by the Borough or the Authority,
from time to time.



Section 6. Failure of owner to connect or repair after notice.

The Authority or Borough, or its agents may take such action as is necessary to cause such
Improved Property to connect to the Authority’s Sewer System or repair to comply with this
Ordinance and the Authority’s Rules and Regulations, or as otherwise allowed or authorized by
law. The Authority shall upon connection, or repair send an itemized invoice with costs of
construction of such connection or repairs to the Owner, which invoice shall be payable within 60
days. In case of neglect or refusal by the Owner to pay such invoice within 60 days of the date of
the invoice was served upon the Owner, a municipal lien for the construction or repairs shall be
filed within six months of the date of completion of construction of the connection, the same to be
subject in all respects to the general law providing for the filing and recovery of municipal liens,
including the Municipal Claim and Tax Lien Law, as amended.

Section 7. Tapping permit and fee.

Any Owner required to connect to or who connects to the Authority’s Sewer System shall make
application for all necessary approvals and permits if necessary with the Authority on forms
provided by the Authority, and shall pay all fees that may be imposed by the Authority. The
amount of fees shall be established by the Authority.

Section 8. Costs and expenses of connection or repairs; liability.

Except as otherwise provided by the Authority, all costs of construction of a Building Sewer and
all costs and expenses of connection of a Building Sewer to the Authority’s Sewer System or any
required repairs to comply with this Ordinance or the Authority’s Rules and Regulations shall be
borne by the Owner of the Improved Property, Building, or Structure to be connected or repaired.
The Owner shall indemnify and save the Borough and Authority, their agents, contractors,
officials, and consultants, harmless from all loss and damage that may be occasioned, directly or
indirectly, from the construction of a Building Sewer; the connection of a Structure or Building of
an Improved Property to the Authority’s Sewer System; or repairs to comply with this Ordinance
or the Authority’s Rules and Regulations.

Section 9. Unlawful connection to sewer system.

No owner, tenant or occupier of an Improved Property, Building, or Structure shall allow another
person to use or connect to the Authority’s Sewer System with the Owner’s service line, except
upon prior written permission of the Authority.

Section 10. Prohibited discharge.

No person shall discharge or permit to be discharged into the Authority’s Sewer System any
stormwater, groundwater, roof, or surface drainage, nor shall any person discharge or permit to be
discharged into the Authority’s Sewer System any Industrial Wastes, chemicals, or other material,
which violates the Authority Rules and Regulations.

Section 11. Inspection.




A. Construction and repairs. No Building Sewer shall be covered until it has been inspected and
approved by the Borough and the Authority in accordance with the Authority’s Rules and
Regulations. If any part of a Building Sewer is covered before being inspected and approved, it
shall be uncovered for inspection at the cost and expense of the Owner of the Improved Property
to be connected to a Sewer. If defects in the Building Sewer are found to exist based upon an
inspection such defects must be repaired and re-inspected by the Owner.

B. Right of entry. Where it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce the provisions of this
Ordinance, or whenever the Borough or Authority has reasonable cause to believe that there exists
in a structure or upon a premises a condition in violation of this Ordinance, the Borough or
Authority is authorized to enter the structure or premises at reasonable times to inspect or perform
the duties imposed by this Ordinance, provided that if such structure or premises is occupied the
Borough or Authority shall present credentials to the occupant and request entry. If such structure
or premises is unoccupied, the Borough or Authority shall first make a reasonable effort to locate
the owner, owner’s authorized agent or other person having charge or control of the structure or
premises and request entry. If entry is refused, the Borough or Authority shall have recourse to the
remedies provided by law to secure entry. The scope of any inspection shall include rain-gutter
downspouts; floor and foundation drains; sump pumps; and laterals.

C. Duty to cooperate. An Owner shall cooperate with the Borough and Authority with any
inspection. Failure to cooperate with the Borough or Authority under this Section shall be deemed
a violation of this Ordinance. Also, any failure to cooperate shall make any Owner subject to all
fines, costs and charges listed under the Authority’s Rates, Rules and Regulations.

Section 12. Maintenance and Owner Self-Inspection.

Every Building Sewer of any Improved Property shall be maintained in a sanitary and safe
operating condition by the Owner of such Improved Property and in compliance with this
Ordinance and the Authority’s Rules and Regulations. Any Owner of sewer connected to the
system is required to self-inspect the property for any device, drain or condition that may add
inflow or infiltrate to the sewer system. Any Owner may contact the Borough or Authority and
request inspection of any device, drain or condition that the Owner cannot determine if said
condition is in violation of the Ordinance.

Section 13. Excavation protection; restoration.

Every excavation for a Building Sewer shall be guarded adequately with barricades and lights to
protect all persons from damage and injury. Streets, sidewalks, and all other public property
disturbed during installation of a Building Sewer shall be restored, at the cost and expense of the



Owner of the Improved Property being connected, in a manner satisfactory to the Borough and the
Authority.

Section 14, Construction specifications.

The construction of a Building Sewer and their connections with any lines of the Authority’s Sewer
System or any required repairs shall be done in accordance with the Authority’s Rules and
Regulations.

Section 15. Failure to remedy unsatisfactory conditions.

If any person fails or refuses, upon receipt of a notice from the Borough or the Authority, in
writing, to remedy any unsatisfactory conditions with respect to a Building Sewer , the Borough
or the Authority may refuse to permit such person to discharge Sanitary Sewage and Industrial
Wastes into the Sewer System or may charge fees, penalties and costs until such unsatisfactory
conditions shall have been remedied to the satisfaction of the Borough and the Authority. The
Authority through Resolution 24 of 2025, has set forth specific procedures to provide the Owner
with adequate notice of violation and cure periods.

Section 16. Additional rules and regulations.

The Borough and Authority reserve the right to adopt, from time to time, additional rules and
regulations as they may deem necessary and proper relating to connections with a Sewer and
the Sewer System, which additional rules and regulations, to the extent appropriate, shall be
construed as a part of this ordinance.

Section 17. Enforcement; violations and penalties.

A. Any person or Owner who violates any provisions of this Ordinance or fails to comply with
any of the requirements of this Ordinance, shall be subject to penalties as prescribed by local, state
and federal law, including equitable or injunctive relief as well as civil or criminal penalties, fees
and costs as provided by local, state, or federal law.

B. The Borough has established that Any person or Owner who violates or permits the violation
of this Ordinance shall be guilty of a summary offense, and, upon conviction, shall be sentenced
to pay a fine of not more than $600.00 plus the costs of prosecution, and, in default of payment of
fine and costs, to imprisonment for a term of not more than 30 days; or a civil penalty of not more
than $600.00 together with court costs and reasonable attorney fees. A separate violation shall
arise for each day of violation and each applicable section of the Ordinance.
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The Authority through Resolution 24 of 2025, has established an inspection, repair, and
enforcement resolution stating after inspection and failure to repair, the Authority will charge an
additional (3) three EDUs per month, per violation.

C. The Borough or Authority may commence and pursue any of the legal remedies in this section.
The Borough authorizes the Authority to adjust the amounts listed in this section from time to time
in accordance with applicable law and the Authority’s Rules and Regulations.

D. In case any person fails to comply with this Ordinance, then the Borough or the Authority may
abate the violation by taking the measures necessary to remove the illegal connection or extraneous
water from entering the Authority’s Sanitary Sewer System at the cost of the Owner to be collected
in accordance with law.

Section 18. Transfer of Title to Improved Property without First Complying with this
Ordinance.

It shall be unlawful for the Owner of an Improved Property to convey, sell, or transfer title to the
Improved Property when the Improved Property is known to be in violation of this ordinance as
evidenced by the issuance of a notice under Section 15 of this Ordinance. Any Owner that does so
and any buyer, grantee, or transferee accepting title to such property prior to compliance with this
Ordinance shall all be in violation of this Ordinance unless the Owner and the buyer, grantee or
transferee all sign a notarized affidavit that the buyer, grantee or transferee shall comply with this
Ordinance within 45 days following the date of transfer of title to the Improved Property from the
then Owner to the buyer, transferee or grantee. The notarized statement shall represent that the
buyer, transferee or grantee shall accept responsibility without condition to bring the Improved
Property into compliance with this Ordinance, including making any corrections or repairs
required to comply with this Ordinance and the Authority’s Rules and Regulations.

Section 19. Severability.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason
held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be
deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

Section 20. Repealer.

All ordinances or parts thereof which are inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed to
the extent of their inconsistencies.

Section 21. Effective date.

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately following its adoption.



ENACTED AND ORDAINED this [ B day of NO-JQm\() 2£, 2025 by Conyngham
Borough Council.

ATTEST: CONYNGHAM BOROUGH
/%/ e
L?nn Falatko, Manager Gary Gregory, Presid%ﬁtx)

APPROYED BY:

<




